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Greetings, guys and ghouls! This is 
your old friend Digger, serving up another 
bloodeurdling portion of tasty tidbits and 
malevolent morsels, October's the month 
‘of ghosts, goblins, and grinning gossip 
columnists, so let's see what haunted 
Hallo-winners we can dig up this month, 
What—? You say this is November al- 
ready—that the October Bullpen page 
was replaced by a ghastly advertise- 
ment—? Well, heh, heh, when | find out 
who's responsible I'l be sure to invite you 
all to the funeral! Now then, let's proceed 
as if we were still filled with the Halloween 
Spirit, eh? 

‘Alter all, there's some really scary stuff 
coming up in the next few months. First 
off, we have that scum-siashing, back- 
bacon-eating psychopath, —Woiverine, 
starring in his second bookshelf format 
annual, The book is called “Bloodlust,” 
and its written and drawn by Alan Davis 
and Paul Neary. The annual pits Wolvie 
up against an unspeakably evil creature, 
and, according to editor Bob Harras, “its 
80 scary, you'll never read comics again!” 
Ol' Digger has seen the artwork for the 
book, and | can guarantee that itll make 
your head spin, just lke Linda Blair in THE 
EXORCIST! 

Not scary enough for you? Well wait till 
you hear the title of a new limited series 
from editor Bobbie Chase. I's called 
MORT THE DEAD TEEN-AGER! If that 
doesn't sound scary to you, then you must 
already be dead! Mort will take a some- 
what humorous look at the misadventures 
of a dead teen-ager, 


STAN’S SOAPBOX 


Hi, Heroes! Y'know, | can handle 
Marvelites everywhere grumbling that 
theyre not getting enough information 
about the upcoming MARVEL WORLD OF 
TOMORROW, but when our competitors 
start complaining too, then I figure it's time 
to lay a few more facts on you, even 
though the official publication date is still a 
While away. (You see, big hearted Marvel 
wants to give you enough time to save 
your shekels so not a single reader any- 
where misses out on the most eagerly 
awaited new tite since IRVING FORBUSH 
VS.WOLVERINE!) 

First of all, I've got to tell you that the 
artwork of Joltin' Johnny Byrne has never 
been more spectacular, | know you ex- 
ected that, but what you probably didn't 
expect is—everyone is so turned on by 
the fantastic characters and wild concepts 
that we decided to make it an 80-page 
issue instead of the originally planned 64 
pages! That means more work for all of us, 
but hey, no problem—its a labor of lovel 

Actually, THE MARVEL WORLD OF 
TOMORROW title is much too cumber- 


Here's something that's sure to make 
your nose-hair curl. Its FAFHRD AND 
THE GRAY MOUSER, a four-issue book- 
shelf format limited series beginning this 
month. FAFHRD is an adaptation of the 
classic Fritz Leiber sword-and-sorcery 
classic, and though it's not really a horror 
story, well, you know how scary mice can 
be. They could eat you alive when you 
sleep! 

The projects very much in the “spirit” of 
Leiber’s original work, but with a modern 
approach, according to editor Nel Yomtov. 
FAFHRD is written by Howard Chaykin, 
who drew a FAFHRD adaptation himself 
some time ago. It seems FAFHRD just 
keeps coming back to haunt Howard. 

The artists for FAFHRD are Mike 
Mignola and Al Williamson, with painted 
color by Sherilyn van Valkenburgh. Ne! 
described the art for the book as “stun- 
ning.” Its so good, it will knock your 
eyeballs out of their sockets! 

‘Another horrifying item you might want 
to check out is the new hand-held video 
game from Gameboy starring that creepy- 
Crawly, arachnophobic Spider-Man! There 
will also be a Spidey video game for home 
use coming soon, Just picture how scary 
that is—a Video game being played in 
your own house! Its enough to straighten 
out your vertebrae just thinking about it! 

In other terrfiying news, writer/Dead- 
head Michael Higgins stopped by the 
office the other day. If you don't think that 
‘sounds scary, you've never met Higgins! 
Higgins (or, the Hig-beast, to his friends) 
dropped in on his editor, ex-skinhead/ 
White Castie-hamburger-eater_ Mike 
Rockwitz, to discuss pians for POWER: 
PACK—surely Marvel's most terrifying 
title, (Of course, “terror” is a purely 
subjective term, and your own mileage 
may vary.) 

Finally, if you want to see something 
really scary, you might want to check out 
the first issue of the OFFICIAL HAND- 


some. It's really just a temporary catch-all 
moniker until we hit you with the real one, 
which we're keeping under wraps for obvious 
reasons of inter-galactic security! 

We've been shooting for January as our 
on sale date! It'll be our way of helping 
mankind celebrate 1991! But despite 
some malicious rumors you may have 
heard, neither Byrnie nor {intend to dress 
up like Baby New Year to promote the 
book!—Though it might not be a bad 
idea! 

Now, for those tortured souls who may 
have missed my awesome announce- 
ment in a recent issue of MARVEL AGE, 
I'l generously repeat it: in the seemingly 
ubiquitous MARVEL WORLD OF TO- 
MORROW, the hero's name is RAVAGE, 
and the villain is DETHSTRYK! And take it 
from your playful o!' publisher, once you 
see them, you'll never forget them! 

And remember, too—wherever you go, 
whatever you do, do it up proud! The eyes 
of Marvel are ever upon thee! 


Excelsior! 


BOOK OF THE MARVEL UNIVERSE 
MASTER EDITION. This will be an 
ultra-definitive telling you everything you 
could ever want to know about all your 
favorite (and /east favorite) Marvel 
characters. You don't think that sounds 
scary? Well, how about this— a frighten- 
ing amount of research went into this pro- 
ject! Do you know how much time it takes 
to read through all those back issues? We 
had to spend hours in the Marvel bound 
volume room. Have you ever seen that 
room? It's like a tomb! 

‘And now, the moment you've all been 
waiting for! Just in time for All Hallow's 
Eve, we have the results of the hyper- 
accurate Marvel Zombie Census! This 
Past summer, we scoured the convention 
trail, like vampires hunting for a succulent 
meal, We asked you, the Marvel Readers, 
to sit down and be counted. And you 
obeyed en masse—like the good little 
zombies we knew you were! 

So here, then, is the final tally of our 
poll; the 1990 Marvel Zombie Census 
shows a grand total of 3,158 Zombies! 
That's pretty good! But that's not enough! 
We won't rest until Marvel-worshipping 
zombies the world over declare their 
zombicity! So if we didn't get you this 
year, you can be sure well be back next 
year to try again! And next time, you won't 
be able to hide from ust 

This is Digger signing off till next year at 
this time. Till then, keep shuffling! 
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EXCALIBER REUNITES WITH SHADOWCAT FOR THE FINAL CONFRONTATION W/TH 
MESMERO'S MASTER! 30 


